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Here are a few basic notes about the workshop and some reminders of what we covered.

The basics

· A willow rod has a tip (the thin end) and a butt (the thick end).

· The simplest willow weaving technique is called randing. We used this for the

Christmas tree. Using a single wiilow rod, you weave over one, under one (or in

front of one, behind one).

Christmas tree

· Here is a video reminder of how to make your Christmas tree:

[                                          ]

· Remember when weaving, it is always in front of one, behind one.

· When you ﬁnish one willow rod, if you end with a tip, you usually start the next rod

with a tip.  If you end with a butt, then start with a butt.  When using hedgerow

materials like ivy, it doesn't really matter.

· When you get to the end of your tree, make sure you end with a tip.  Snip the tip

with your secateurs, then tuck it into your weave to anchor it.

· You can intersperse your willow with hedgerow materials, natural string, ribbon, etc.

and decorate with ribbon and buttons.

· You could make a miniature version of your star for the top, too.

Wreath

· When starting your hoop, or adding another willow rod, remember to always start

with the butt to the back.

· As you add in your new rods, try to space them evenly. Think ‘north, south, east,

west‘.

· We made hoops with four rods but if you want a bulkier wreath, feel free to add

more.

· You can decorate it with anything festive, thin and bendy - holly, ivy, long larch

sprigs (preferably with cones on), evergreen cuttings, clematis, ribbon, natural

string, etc.

Star

You need good bendy willow for this.

1. Decide how long you want your star ‘stem' to be and make a bend with your thumb

2. nail, approx 20 cm from the butt end.

3. Now make another four bends, all equally spaced, approx 10cm apart.

4. Make a 4 shape. with the stem (butt) end making the vertical bit of the 4.  The stem

should be at the front.

5. Bend your ﬁve pointed star into shape, always working at the back.

6. When your star is the shape you want, use the remaining tip end to weave round

your star to keep it in place.

7. Snip your tip and tuck it into the weave.

